
PAST PERFECT:  Historical Novels and Readers’ Advisory 

Service 

June 5, 2007 ~ Workshop Notes 

 

 On Tuesday, our presenter was Sarah L. Johnson, Associate 

Professor of Library Services at Eastern Illinois University and 

Book Review Editor for the Historical Novel Society.  Sarah 

discussed what historical fiction is, how you define it and 

focused on two handouts which she had prepared for the 

program:  ‘A Short Guide to Historical Fiction Subgenres’ 

http://www.wmrls.org/services/colldev/HistoricalGenre/07

06readalikes.pdf and ‘Read-Alikes for Popular Historical Novels 

and Themes.’ 

http://www.wmrls.org/services/colldev/HistoricalGenre/07

06guide.pdf 

 

 Highlighted websites: 

        http://www.crimethrutime.comhttp://www.crimethrutime.comhttp://www.crimethrutime.comhttp://www.crimethrutime.com    

   Crime Thru Time is a web site dedicated to 

Historical Mysteries.  Primarily covering British material, it 

began as a discussion list and grew to a web site complete with 

information about upcoming releases, series/author book lists, 

timelines, and links of interest. 

        http://www.fantasticfiction.cohttp://www.fantasticfiction.cohttp://www.fantasticfiction.cohttp://www.fantasticfiction.co.uk.uk.uk.uk    

   bibliographies for more than 10,000 authors 

featuring US and UK release dates and prices, information about  

authors and series. 

        http://www.historicalnovelsociety.orghttp://www.historicalnovelsociety.orghttp://www.historicalnovelsociety.orghttp://www.historicalnovelsociety.org    

   From the website: “This is THE best place to find 

out about new historical fiction.” 

 


