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ALA Conference Highlights

by Nancy Hickler, Warwick Free Public Library; Kristin Smith, Richmond Public Library, and
Lisa Wenner, Meekins Library, Williamsburg
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Nancy Hickler, Warwick Free Pubic Library (Franklin County, population 750)
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The Capitol Steps and Mark Russell at the Washington Towers

Having lunch with the Bookmobile Librarian from Laramie, Wyoming and a
School Librarian from India

Sitting in on YALSA’s best books for young adults meeting and hearing local
teens critique these books

Hearing Nancy Pearl, David Baldacci, and Robert Kennedy, Jr. speak

Being in Washington, D.C. with 28,000+ librarians!

Getting to know our own group of librarians from Massachusetts

Listening and participating in the Friday pre-conference Gates Sustainability
gathering and finding out how similar we are

The unbelievable vendor display!

See page 2 for Kristin & Lisa’s ALA Conference Highlights.
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Annual Meeting of the

WMRLS Council of Members

Monday, November 19, 2007 ~ 10 to noon
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Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art, Amherst
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ALA Conference Highlights

Kristin Smith, Richmond Public Library (Berkshire County, population 1,604)

I. Meeting Lisa, Nancy, Matthew, Charlotte and Nancy Rea and being part of a supportive team of Massachusetts’ li-
brarians

2. Brainstorming how to transform a library into a community hub with librarians from across the States

3. Participating in a World Café discussion and learning how to host one (As part of the café discussion we wrote our
thoughts and suggestions onto the tablecloth!)

4. Realizing the importance of developing and maintaining a technology plan for our rural library

5. All the free totes, bookmarks, promotional items (including a bobble head of Darwin) and books the exhibitors
passed out

6. The Joy of Computing — a resource cookbook enabling libraries to have a “successful patron computing environ-
ment”’

7. Engaging and inspiring programs (I focused on services for youth.)

8. Realizing small libraries (like Richmond) are not alone and learning more about the WebJunction community and
MaintainlT

9. Tips on positively promoting your library

10. Learning about popular genres not requested by Richmond patrons (like graphic novels)

Lisa Wenner, Meekins Library, Williamsburg (Hampshire County, population 2,427)

10. | can stay up late in my hotel room all by myself and read!

9. On Friday, as a part of the Gate’s Foundation’s Rural Sustainability Project, Web Junction leaders direct us through
a Rural Café where we practice describing “a successful library”. Barbara Gersh, speaks about the MaintainlT pro-
ject, which focuses on teaching best practices for maintaining patron computers at libraries and Janna Ponce from
the Parker Public Library in Arizona (Pop. 3000) shows us slides of her wonderful library. But, most importantly we
are instructed to be friendly and talk to everyone we meet. | follow instructions and meet a wonderful long-time
Librarian from New Mexico and a new graduate from Los Angeles. I'm not shy after all!

8. Browsing the booths downstairs | talk to an author who has written a book about the Sea of Cortez, a place I'd
like to go someday, she sells me her book for $1!!! | meet up with roving groups of librarians on the hunt for the
coolest free book bag and | get a chance to complain to a publisher who never gives library discounts.

7. After 21 years on the job | have time to sit down and have lunch and talk shop with lovely librarians from Massa-
chusetts; people | don’t work with and may not see everyday for the next 10 years!

6. With my new friend from New Mexico | attend an inspiring talk about the environment by Robert Kennedy |r.

5. Along with the crowd from Massachusetts, Kristin, Nancy, Charlotte, and | laugh ourselves silly listening to the
Capital Steps.

4. | attend a session on raising salaries for librarians in small libraries. Listen to interesting research covering salary
data for librarians in small towns across the US. Listen to a terrific speech by a Vermont Librarian and receive and
tool kit put out by Vermont Libraries on how to raise library salaries in small towns. Hey, all | need is the time to
do something about this!

3. Attend the Amelia Bloomer Breakfast and sit 10 feet away from Eleanor Smeal, one of my heroes, listen to her talk
about the 30" anniversary of MS. Magazine and the history of the periodical. Also, listen to Kim Gandy, President
of NOW, talk about the important work NOW continues to do to support non-sexist feminist literature for young
readers. They both autograph the latest copy of MS Magazine for me- It's a 30" birthday present for my daughter.

2. Attend a round table discussion by “hot” young adult authors as they talk about their new books and debate the
idea of “edge” in young adult literature and what it all means. Cool!

I. Listen to a researcher talk about the differences between the way young boys and young girls learn. Am not sure
what | believe, need to find out more about this ... but know that this is one of the reasons | wanted to come to
ALA..... collect information about how to better serve various reading populations.

0. Order room service the last night | am there and stay in my room reading! Thank You Gates Foundation! Rural
Sustainability Rocks!
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Delivery Awards Roundtable---Celebrating Resource Sharing!
by Mary King, WMRLS, Regional Librarian
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Join the Friends of WMRLS Online

by Lisa Downing, President, Friends of WMRLS; and Assistant Director, Forbes Library, Northampton

You can now join or renew your Friends of WMRLS membership online by going to
http://friends.wmrls.org The Friends website is equipped to process membership pay-
ments with your credit card or Pay Pal account. If you prefer you can still print out your
membership and mail it in with a check. Besides membership options, you will also find
minutes of past meetings and contact information for the board on the website. Your

support of WMRLS is now only a click away.

Finding Your Immigrant Ancestors:
Friends of WMRLS Annual Meeting

Friday, October 19 ~ National Archives and Records Administration, Pittsfield
Business Meeting: 9:30 to 10:30; Program: 10:30 to noon

Join us for our Friends of WMRLS annual meeting. This is a wonderful opportunity to network with like-minded
folks who share an appreciation for all that WMRLS does for us as librarians and library patrons. Following our busi-
ness meeting, Jean Nudd, Director of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Pittsfield, will dis-
cuss and demonstrate how to use the census records and other information available at the NARA to conduct basic
genealogical research. Friends of WMRLS Vice President, Sara Woodbury, is the contact person for this program.

Register online at http://forms.wmrls.org/ceform.html
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Survey Results in a Nutshell O

The WMRLS 2007 Continuing Education Survey Says:
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Thank you to all who completed our WMRLS Continuing Education Survey.
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Library Leadership Massachusetts 2007
by Nora Blake, MassCat Manager, and John Ramsay, Regional Administrator, WMRLS
= ! / ]
$ A $ "HY
> ?
? I &$6 /
! ! ! ~
( 2 =
I I %
! 14 4
> ! $
# ! $
< ! $ $
> ! 0
& ! $ >
# ! 0
0
3 -UF 1? #H <
! A
0 ] I #
$ A 0
( L # $
@ | & #
I < # ? # $ 5 )H+*
0 A 0
/
I - -
" ( ! #
)++G'

http://www.llma.org/.

Join the WMRLS Email Discussion List
http://www.wmrls.org/list/
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WMRLS MEMBER LIBRARY SHOWCASE
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WMRLS MEMBER LIBRARY SHOWCASE
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WRapper is distributed to our entire mailing list which includes library directors, trustees, and legislators. Please route this newsletter to your library staff.
WRapper is also published on the WMRLS website—http://www.wmrls.org/wrapper/

WRapper: the newsletter of the Western Massachusetts Regional Library System is published six times yearly. The deadline for the next issue of
WRapper is November 2, 2007. Please note that submissions may need to be edited for space reasons. Articles may not fit in the issue for which they were
submitted. = WRapper Editorial Staff will notify you if publication of your article must be delayed. Please send submissions online at

http://surveys.wmrls.org/wrappernovember2007
WRapper Staff: Wes Hamilton, Dan Jarvis, Shirley Keech, Mary King, Shirley MacLean, John Ramsay, Jan Resnick, Sheila Savoie, Anne Thibault,

and Janet Eckert (Editor).



WMRLS Continuing Education Calendar
Autumn 2007

For complete information and registration instructions
visit the WMRLS Continuing Education website
http://www.wmrls.org/ce/index.html

— CHILDREN’S ROUNDTABLE: REACHING OUT TO BOYS ~ 10 to I, Monday, October 29 ~ Lilly Li-
brary, Florence

— BLOGGING FOR BEGINNERS ~ 9 to Noon, Wednesday, October 3| ~ WMRLS

— STRESS MANAGEMENT, WMRLS ONLINE COURSE ~ November | through February |

— PROQUEST STATEWIDE NEWSPAPER TRAINING ~ 10 to noon, Thursday, November I, Chicopee
Public Library and repeated from 2 to 4, Thursday, November |, Greenfield Public Library

= LEADING THROUGH READING: A BOOK DISCUSSION DEVELOPING LEADERSHIP SKILLS ~ 10 to
noon, Wednesday, November 7 ~ WMRLS

= LEADING THROUGH READING: A STEVEN COVEY FOLLOW-UP DISCUSSION BROWN BAG
LUNCH ~ noon to |, Wednesday, November 7 ~ WMRLS

= THE HEALTHY LIBRARIAN: CULTIVATING WELLNESS IN THE WORKPLACE ~ 10 to noon, Friday,
November 9 ~ WMRLS

= CARING FOR THE MIND: PROVIDING REFERENCE SERVICES FOR MENTAL HEALTH INFORMA-
TION ~ | to 4, Friday, November 9 ~ WMRLS

— EXCEL 2003, WMRLS ONLINE COURSE, November |5 through February |5
= ONLINE REFERENCE SOURCES ~ 10 to 12:30, Wednesday, November 28 ~ WMRLS

— CATALOGING INTERNET RESOURCES, WMRLS ONLINE COURSE ~ December | through March |

— GALE POWERSEARCH INFOTRAC UPDATE AND TRAINING - Monday, December 10, 10 to noon,
WMRLS

— GALE POWERSEARCH INFOTRAC UPDATE EBSCO’S LITERARY REFERENCE CENTER TRAINING -
Monday, December 10, 2 to 5, Palmer Public Library




